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The CVRCA Flyer
A Publication of the Central Virginia Radio Control Association

Web Site  www.CVRCA-lynchburg.org

February, 2008

Club Officers:

President: Jim Fowler Board Members:
Vice President: Gary Cowden    Jimmy Booth
Secretary/Treas.: Randy Krotke    Gene Patzsch
Field Marshall: Mark Gryder    Sam Richardson

CVRCA Flight Instruction Team:

Team Leader: Jimmy Booth
Team Airplane: Todd Beard, Gary Cowden
Team Helicopter: Sam Richardson, John Clark

Meeting Minutes:
Meeting date: 3/12/2008
Called by: Jim Fowler, President
Members present: 13 
Guests: James McDaniel, Richard Clawson

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Next meeting:
April 9th Club Meeting (Parks & Rec Building, Wadsworth)

Important Upcoming Dates / Events:

April 9th – Club Meeting
April 19th – Spring Cleanup
May 10th – Spring Air Show

Motions from March Meeting:

1. Accept the February minutes as posted in the newsletter.  The motion passed.
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2. Have a spring clean up on April 19th with a bad weather day of April 26th.    The motion
passed.

3. Do not accept AMA Park Flyer members into our club.  Jim Pruitt made the motion, 
Jimmy Booth seconded; the motion failed by majority.  

4. Accept people with AMA Park Flyer Memberships into our club.  Mark Gryder made the 
motion, Randy seconded and the motion passed by majority.

5. Accept James McDaniel and Richard Clawson into the club.  Both were voted in.

6. Adjourn the meeting: Mark made the motion, Sam seconded and the motion passed. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Action Items from March Meeting:

1. Execute the 2.4GHz plan on the frequency board: Krotke/Gryder
2. Present detailed plan for spring air show during the April meeting: Krotke/Gryder
3. Redirect Internet search engines to direct people to our website: Caldwell
4. Write a letter of appreciation to the Powell’s: Krotke
5. Todd to bring Randy tickets to be used for 50/50

The March meeting was held at the Parks and Recreation building on Wadsworth.  The turnout 
was better than normal (13 members and 2 guests).

Jim Fowler welcomed the club members and got things going.  

Jim asked if everyone received their February newsletter.  All members present responded that 
they had.  Caye Horn very professionally and efficiently went over the highlights of the February 
minutes based on what was in the newsletter.  Jim asked if we should accept the minutes as 
posted and as described in the newsletter.  They were accepted.

Jim opened the floor for discussion of action items from the previous meeting:

Field Marshall to provide access to the Public Information Board:

Mark Gryder announced this has been done and that Gary Cowden has begun posting information 
in it.  There is a separate discussion on the content to follow.

Set Date for Spring Cleanup:

Mark Gryder announced the planned date of the spring clean up is April 19th with a bad weather 
date of April 26.  There is a separate discussion on the content to follow.

Provide web designer with steps to join CVRCA:
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Randy announced that that this is done.  Jim Caldwell stated that Randy’s input was slightly 
massaged and put into a web page that may be accessed by a link on the home page called 
“Membership Information”.

Present plan to address 2.4 GHz TX on the Frequency Board:

Randy presented the plan that he and Mark devised.  2.4 GHz people will be required to post their 
AMA card and obtain a 2.4GHz pin.  We will make up 5 or so of these pins.  This led into a 
discussion about what cards people are putting in the frequency board.  It was reported people 
have seen driver’s license, credit cards, draft cards, etc.  Your AMA card belongs in the 
frequency board and nothing else.  After more discussion, an action item was developed: Randy 
and Mark are to execute the 2.4 GHz plan.

Jim opened the floor for discussion of old business.

Spring Air Show (May 10th):

Randy spoke up and stated that he and Mark have been discussing goals and basic framework for 
the air show.  Randy did not want discussion to digress into specific details of the event, rather he 
asked for volunteers to help plan and execute.  Following some discussion Jim Caldwell, Jim 
Fowler, and Sam Richardson agreed to help.  Randy & Mark will put out a separate meeting 
notice in a few days.  We plan to come to the April meeting with all the details worked out.
Some other loose discussion included Todd stating he no longer has connections for free 
advertising at Clear Channel.  Fred said he will check his cable company for free advertising.  
Mark & Randy also passed around some preliminary flyers that appeared to be well received.

Status of Public Information Board:

Gary reported he is got a good start on this but it still needs a little work.  There are several 
sections and a contact sheet.  This is a work in progress.

Review the Progress of the Website:

The CVRCA website address is:  www.CVRCA-lynchburg.org   Jim Caldwell stated the website 
is up and running and about 12 members have signed up with log in names, Eric Welfare being 
one of them.  There has even been an attempted contact from a spammer.  Jim stated that 
members should be careful if someone sends you a link, it could wreak havoc on your computer.   
Jim also stated that the old Virginny website is still up and that Google (and presumably other 
search engines) still point to that instead of ours.  The old Virginny site has not been updated in 
over a year and is set to expire May 21st.  An action item developed out of this discussion:  Jim 
will look into getting search engines to direct people to our website.  General consensus was that 
the website is a very good thing and that Jim has done marvelous work.

Jim opened the floor for discussion of new business.

http://www.cvrca-lynchburg.org/
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Spring Cleanup

Mark Gryder announced the planned date of the spring clean up is April 19th with a bad weather 
date of April 26.  Mark listed several things he would like to get done including painting, cutting 
a few trees, spraying roundup in parking lot and a few others.  Mark said he will be at the field 
with all necessary equipment at the specified time.  He asked people to bring chainsaws and weed 
eaters.  Mark also stated he will try to get a few things done prior to the event to lessen the 
workload.  The date was motioned and passed.

Safety Concerns/Field Regulations:

Mark said he has witnessed several field regulation violations recently (including taxiing into the 
pits and flying over the parking lot) and wanted to remind everyone about the importance of 
following the rules to minimize the chance of getting hurt.  He would like everyone to re-read the 
field regulations and start following them rigorously.  Randy inputted that another reason this is 
important is the potential of losing the field if someone got hurt or if property damage occurred.

It was discussed that we should start having a “Safety Section” in the newsletter.
   

AMA Park Flyer Memberships:

Randy stated that he was recently asked by a prospective new member if we accept people with 
Park Flyer AMA membership.  Since we have no formal plan to accept or not accept people with 
Park Flyer AMA, Randy thought it would be prudent to discuss the details.  He started with the 
AMA definition of a park flyer.

AMA Definition of Park Flyer (verbatim):
“Park Flyer models weigh two pounds or less and are incapable of reaching speeds greater than 
60 mph. They must be electric or rubber powered, or of any similar quiet means of propulsion. 
Models should be remotely controlled or flown with a control line, remain within the pilot’s line 
of sight at all times, and always be flown safely by the operator”.

Randy went on to discuss the differences between Open & Park Flyer AMA Membership: 

Comparison of Open vs. Park Pilot membership

Open membership Park Pilot membership

$58/year $29.95/year

$2.5 million liability insurance $500,000 liability insurance

Accident/Medical insurance No Accident/Medical insurance

Fire, theft, and vandalism insurance. No fire, theft, or vandalism insurance

$2.5 Million Flying Site Owner's 
Insurance

$2.5 Million Flying Site Owner's Insurance

Monthly subscription to Model Aviation
magazine

Quarterly subscription to Park Pilot magazine

Flying at all AMA sanctioned contests Can only fly at non-rule book sanctioned events.
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Open Members have access to the 
Contest Calendar when they receive 
Model Aviation

Park Pilot members will receive no such notice on any 
events other than Park Pilot Class C events

AMA cards will remain the same format 
as in years past

Park Pilot card will be different from the standard 
AMA card

No restrictions on type of aircraft that 
you fly other than established by the 
Official AMA National Safety Code

Can only fly park flyers or quiet-powered models that 
meet the class definition. Internal-combustion-powered 
models cannot be flown with this membership

Voting privileges in AMA officer 
elections

No voting privileges in AMA officer elections

Open Members can remain members of 
existing clubs

If an Open member chooses a Park Pilot membership, 
you may or may not remain a member of that local club 
depending on how that club views park fliers

Open Members can still fly at the local 
club field

As a Park Pilot Member, flying may or may not be 
restricted to just the NEW fields approved only for Park 
Pilot members (that decision is left to existing Open 
clubs)

Discussion of CVRCA and Park Flyers:

The purpose of the CVRCA is to facilitate RC aviation through facilities and fellowship.  In that 
way, park flyer AMA people are no different than open AMA people.  We charge dues to handle 
the legal affairs of the club and to take care of the grounds.  If a person joins the club, regardless 
of what they are flying, they are using our legal organization and are using the grounds.

Recommendation:

Randy recommended we welcome Park Flyers into our club, making sure that they fly within the 
confines of their AMA membership, and treat them otherwise as we treat any other member.  In 
addition, Randy recommended no difference in dues.

Jim Pruitt spoke in length about his concerns with potential park flyer people.  His main concern 
seemed to be related to the enforcement activity.  Who would be responsible for ensuring park 
flyer people flew within their bounds of their AMA membership?  Mark inputted that 
theoretically an open member could fly a 53 LBS plane and be in violation of their membership 
and it’s very doubtful anyone would stop them.

Jim made a motion that we do not accept park flyer members into our club.  Jimmy Booth 
seconded; the motion failed by majority.  Mark Gryder made a motion that we do accept park 
flyer members into our club.  Randy seconded; the motion passed by majority.

Randy stated that he will study the bylaws to determine if any changes are required.
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Mowing:

There was a small amount of discussion about mowing for 2008.  It is anticipated that mowing 
will commence around April 1st.

Jim opened the floor for discussion of reoccurring business.

Budget:

Randy started off by show a graph trending up and explained that the X-axis was time extended 
from 1/1/2004 to present and asked if anyone could figure out the Y-axis.  Fairly quickly 
someone got it (Mark?).  The purpose was to show we have been and continue to be financially 
strong.  Randy reported on how the 2008 budget looks compared to forecast.  To date we have 
generated $2096 from dues (>100% of the budgeted amount).

Randy went over items that have been paid recently:
Wilson Septic
State Fees
AMA Charter (charter package has arrived)

Randy asked if we should prepare a letter of appreciation for the Powell’s like we did last year.  
Consensus was yes and Randy took this on as an action item.

Membership:

The current roster has 56 total members on it, 46 of which are dues paying.  Of the 46 dues 
paying members, 34 have paid for 2008 and 12 have not.  

Randy said the following people are being dropped from the roster:
Larry Abrams, Wes Breeden, Jesse Darling, Joe Sanders, Teddy Taylor, Jeremy Funderburk, Pete 
Castine, Nathan Rathe, Mike Dinu, Robert Schmidt.  After tonight we will have 43 total 
members, 33 dues paying, 8 family, 2 honorary

Miscellaneous Input:

Mark Gryder talked a bit about a cheap material called coroplast that is useful for making air 
planes (for under $10).  Let Gryder know if interested.  Some people are using this for their 
combat planes.  

Gryder also spoke a bit about certain frequencies still getting “hit”.  James Mcdaniel said it is 
highly likely that a harmonic from a ham radio up on the hill may be causing this.  For those that 
don’t know, the harmonic of a wave is a component frequency of the signal that is an integer 
multiple of the fundamental frequency.  These occur naturally.  The harmonics have the property 
that they are all periodic at the signal frequency and due to the properties of Fourier series, the 
sum of the signal and its harmonics is also periodic at that frequency.

Mark stated he’s got some ideas on how to capture the channels(s) that are getting polluted so 
people may be advised of this.  



7

New Member:

James McDaniel and Richard Clawson introduced themselves.  Randy reported that James has 
paid his club dues, and has shown proof of AMA.  Richard plans to pay dues after the meeting.  
Both were voted in.

SAD Patch nominations:  Mark described a mid air collision by Ron and Fred that was so 
dramatic sounding that no one else bothered to nominate anyone else.  Ron and Fred are the 
proud co-winners of the SAD patch this month.

50/50 raffle: Not Administered / Todd said he would get Randy a roll of new tickets

There was a quick review of the action items and then Mark made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting; Sam seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned.

End of Minutes

For Sale:

 Ohio R/C Giles, 28%, Kit built.  Ultracote, 1.60 OS FX<pitts 
muffler.  All servos, receiver, new battery, realistic pilot figure.  
Will help you set up on your radio.  REDUCED PRICE  $375  
Contact Randy:  randyg911@verizon.net

 Glow Fuel by the gallon.  Contact Gary Cowden, 993-2862

Club Happenings:

Combat???  Corroplast???
Weather permitting, Eric Welfare will be conducting a demonstration at the field on Saturday, 
March 29th at 11:00. Eric will demonstrate how to build a combat airplane out of Corroplast. 
Corroplast is an inexpensive material that is easy to work with simple tools and results in a very 
durable, unique airplane. It should be a fun activity.  More to come on this soon.

Spring Air Show
The spring air show is just over a month away. Mark and Randy are heading up coordination 
efforts and Sam, Jim Caldwell and Jim Fowler have volunteered to help out. We have had our 
first coordination meeting and out of that we set 4 priorities of the air show:

mailto:randyg911@verizon.net
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 Have Fun 

 Grow the club 

 Inform people about R/C aviation, entertain and engage the spectators. 

 Raise funds for the club

I'm sure you are now thinking "So what can I do to help?" First, your comments and suggestions 
are very valuable and we want to hear them. Send your ideas and questions to Mark or Randy. 
Second, there will be several tasks to be performed in getting ready for the air show and on air 
show day, so consider volunteering your time. Finally, and most importantly, plan on attending 
and flying!

Help spread the word about the AIRSHOW……Print and copy the 
Flyer (pages 9-10) and post them where they will be seen by lots 
of people!

Calendar of Events:

April 9th – Club Meeting at Parks & Rec. Bldg. on Wadsworth
April 19th – Spring Cleanup at field
May 10th – Spring Air Show at field

Action Items:

Execute the 2.4GHz plan on the frequency board: Krotke/Gryder
Present detailed plan for spring air show during the April meeting: Krotke/Gryder
Redirect Internet search engines to direct people to our website: Caldwell
Write a letter of appreciation to the Powell’s: Krotke
Todd to bring Randy tickets to be used for 50/50

If you have comments or would like to contribute an article and/or pictures 
to the newsletter, please contact Don Horn.  E-mail:  
cvrca_editor@yahoo.com
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The Central Virginia Radio Control Association Presents a Radio
Controlled 

AIRSHOW
May 10, 2008 11AM to 4PM

(We may reschedule to May 11 th , if heavy wind or rain)

Free Admission

Open to the Public

·HELICOPTERS ·ACROBATIC PLANES
·GIANT SCALE ·ELECTRICS ·SIMULATOR 

·RACING AIRCRAFT

·TRY YOUR HAND AT FLYING (ON A LIMITED 
BASIS)
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FOOD, REFRESHMENTS & 
MORE

Directions to the CVRCA Flying Field:   From Lynchburg, take 460E, go past the 
Campbell Avenue exit 

approx. ½ mile, turn left into parking lot across from Falwell Aviation.  The flying 
field is located behind

the Truck Body Business
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Safety First 

FIELD REGULATIONS

CENTRAL VIRGINIA RADIO CONTROL ASSOCIATION, 
INC.

1. AMA rules and regulations must be followed at all 
times.

2. All members must have their current club card in 
possession and current AMA membership card in 
the frequency board, proper slot when flying.

3. No one will be allowed to fly at the club field 
without a current AMA membership card displayed 
on the frequency board.  Intro pilots may fly non 
AMA people in accordance with AMA procedures.

4. Guests will be welcome to fly as long as they have 
a current AMA membership card displayed on the 
frequency board, but will be limited to three (3) 
flying sessions per year unless they join the club 
and become a member in good standing.

5. Guests are welcome as long as there is one 
member of the club present; otherwise, they are 
trespassing.

6. All spectators must remain in the spectator area 
and not on the runway or flight line.

7. All transmitters must have frequency flags 
attached.



12

8. Club frequency coded clothes pins shall be used at 
all times and should be left at the field.  This pin 
must be attached to the transmitter before turning 
the transmitter on.

9. After take-off, pilot will move to the designated 
area.

10. Small children must be accompanied by an adult at 
all times.

11. Parking in designated area must be observed.

12. All fliers must police up the area after flying.

13. Each club member must be responsible for doing 
his share of work at the field.

14. No alcoholic beverages allowed at the field at any 
time.  Anyone displaying obvious signs of 
inebriation will be asked to leave.

15. Engines shall not exceed a 102dB (A scale) at 9 
feet noise level.

16. All engines above 0.19ci must have a muffler.

17. Pilots shall always yield right of way to any full 
scale aircraft.

18. No engines shall be fueled or started behind the pit 
area.

19. No one shall taxi an airplane back into the pit area.  
Turn engine off, then carry plane back to pit area.
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20. Only electrics and properly muffled four strokes are 
allowed to fly at the field on Sunday before 12:00 
noon.

21. Any one turning a transmitter on at the field 
without the proper frequency pin attached to the 
transmitter will be liable for any damages caused 
by the transmitter and shall make suitable 
compensation for damages.

22. Violation of any Field Regulation may be constituted 
as gross misconduct and member may be subjected 
to expulsion from membership by the club in 
accordance with Article VII.

Changes dates:  11/06/86  06/14/89  08/14/91  
10/09/91  03/12/92  06/13/94  08/12/07


